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Wilderness Tourism Association of the Yukon

E-News for Thursday August 2, 2012.

This issue:  Memberships to Enhance Your Business
In this issue, I have gathered information about memberships that I believe may be of benefit to our operators.  Each of the memberships described below may be just what your business needs to acquire more information, expand your marketing, obtain valuable leads or resources, increase your industry knowledge or enhance your products and services.  

Do You Operate in US National Parks?  The AOA has Info that might be of Interest…

It’s Interpretation Canada’s 35th Anniversary!

Want to Expand Your Marketing Reach?  Consider Joining the KVA!

Do You Want to Learn More About Outdoor Ethics? Leave No Trace Canada Can Help
The YCB Will Bring You Valuable Leads!
Take Advantage of Your TIAY Membership!


1. Do You Operate in US National Parks?  The AOA has Info that might be of Interest…
Today, Thursday August 2nd, there will be an oversight hearing in the National Parks, Forests and Public Lands Subcommittee to review the NPS Outfitter Contracts and Insurance Requirements.
NPS contract and insurance requirements for outfitters and small concessioners are among the issues for the hearing, which will be chaired by Representative Rob Bishop. Recent contracts have included markedly higher liability insurance requirement limits, which America Outdoors Association (AOA) and others in the industry do not think are sustainable once the insurance markets tightens.  AOA and its members operating in National Parks have expressed concerns about the higher liability insurance requirements.  Industry veterans know high limit coverage may not be available in the future during a hard market or could become prohibitively expensive.  
Whether you operate in the US or not, WTAY encourages you to consider a membership with the America Outdoors Association, as they provide valuable resources for the wilderness/adventure tourism sector. 
If you would like to find out more information about this hearing or about how you can become a member, please visit the AOA website at: http://www.americaoutdoors.org/america_outdoors/


2. It’s Interpretation Canada’s 35th Anniversary!

Interpretation Canada is celebrating 35 years as a community that supports, engages, and inspires those involved in the field of heritage interpretation in Canada.

This organization is a great network of people from across the country, and around the world, who work in the field of interpretation.  This includes individuals who work in museums, parks, at historic sites, conduct nature walks, provide storytelling seminars, or manage front desks.  

We know that our members our rich with their own stories of wilderness sustainability, cultural preservation, and wildlife conservation – so WTAY is urging our members to consider purchasing a membership with Interpretation Canada.  Membership benefits include seminars, events, texts and information exchange opportunities that may enhance your knowledge and help you to provide high quality programming and services for your clients.  
If you would like to receive more information, please visit the Interpretation Canada website at: http://www.interpscan.ca


3. Want to Expand Your Marketing Reach?  Consider Joining the KVA!
The Klondike Visitors Association (KVA) is a destination marketing organization that works in cooperation with local and Territorial clubs, associations, chambers of commerce, Yukon Convention Bureau, industry committees, provincial and federal agencies and regional organizations to promote vacation travel, recreational visitation and attractions in the Klondike and Dawson City.

Many of our WTAY members operate in-and-around the Dawson City area, but even those who do not can definitely benefit from a KVA membership.  It is important that we promote and support the tourism of the communities—not only because they each have a unique history and distinct scenery—but also because promoting the communities means clients stay longer, their experiences are richer, and they spend more! 
If you are interested in seeing how a KVA membership might help your business grow (and for a list of members’ benefits!), please contact Cameron Sinclair at coordinator@dawson.net.  



4. Do You Want to Learn More About Outdoor Ethics? Leave No Trace Canada Can Help.
Leave No Trace is an national and international program designed to assist outdoor enthusiasts with their decisions about how to reduce their impacts when they hike, camp, picnic, snowshoe, run, bike, hunt, paddle, ride horses, fish, ski or climb. The program strives to educate all those who enjoy the outdoors about the nature of their recreational impacts as well as techniques to prevent and minimize such impacts. Leave No Trace is best understood as an educational and ethical program, not as a set of rules and regulations.

An increasing number of people are now using natural areas to recreate. By becoming a member of Leave No Trace Canada, you show your interest in preserving these areas and support an organization that promotes ethical principles while enjoying outdoor activities.
Leave No Trace training, workshops, events, and print materials are extremely valuable for WTAY members as they teach valuable techniques for sustainability without jeopardizing your incredible wilderness experience.  

If you are interested in learning more about LNT or are considering joining this program, please visit their website at: http://www.leavenotrace.ca/home


5.  The YCB Will Bring You Valuable Leads!
The Yukon Convention Bureau (YCB) is a membership-based organization that strives to be an industry leader in meeting and convention marketing. Their members believe it is vital to develop a sustainable meeting and convention industry for our community, to enhance the quality of life of all Yukoners.
While the YCB mostly works with larger entities, like the government, non-profit associations, or community organizations, they will also provide a personal touch to the marketing and exposure of smaller businesses.  Most importantly, as a member you will receive industry newsletters and a convention calendar which will help you take advantage of selling your products and services when large events and/or shows come to the territory.

To read more about becoming a YCB member, please visit their website at: http://www.meetingsyukon.com/index.html or contact Alida Munroe at info@ycb.ca. 


6. Take Advantage of Your TIAY Membership 
As most of you know, as a WTAY member you are automatically a member of the Tourism Industry Association of the Yukon!  However, many of you don’t realize that there are some incredible funding opportunities available to you through this membership and we strongly encourage you to take advantage today!

YTTF

The next deadline for applications to the Yukon Tourism Training Fund (YTTF) is Friday, August 17th at 5pm.

Individuals can access up to $3000 of funding per year through the YTTF to assist with the cost of tourism training for entry-level skill development, seasonal/wilderness training or professional skills development for a career in tourism. Businesses, nonprofits or organizations wishing to provide training to the tourism industry may receive up to 75% of the cost of implementation to a maximum of $5000 per year.

Applications are accepted only 4 times a year, and you must submit your application before training begins. 

TCMF
TIA Yukon is now accepting applications for The Tourism Co-operative Marketing Fund (TCMF). TCMF is designed to assist tourism businesses, First Nations governments, municipalities and organizations to market their Yukon tourism product. It makes funding available to market-ready or export-ready businesses and groups. 

Projects must meet equity requirements and may include new marketing initiatives or industry trade and consumer show marketing. Individual businesses are eligible for 50% funding to a maximum of $35,000. Partnerships or groups are eligible for 50% funding to a maximum of $105,000. 

Funding is prioritized on a first come basis. 
For more information about these funding opportunities or to explore the other benefits you receive with your TIA Yukon membership, please visit their website at: http://tiayukon.com/aboutus.aspx
See more tourism news at http://www.tiayukon.com/
If you have information of interest to WTAY Members for the E-News, please send to info@wtay.com
Wilderness Tourism Association of the Yukon
#4 - 1114 First Ave., Whitehorse, YT Y1A 1A3
Tel. 867.668.3369  Fax 867.668.3370
E-mail: info@wtay.com
www.wtay.com and www.yukonwild.com
